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Abstract

After the insurrection and protests of the people against Uthman and his appointed agents
and the murder of the third Caliph, Imam Ali (p.b.u.h) accepted the caliphate which was
His own right, with the insistence of the people, and since the Islamic society deviated
from the time of the Prophet, He made it clear and reminded that His plan for caliphate
would be based on the Quran and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (p.b.u.h) on the
basis of justice from the very beginning. One of the important issues that the Imam tried
to do after the caliphate was the dismissal of the governors and rulers of the former
Caliph and the recruitment of competent people from the respectable family with a
brilliant background in Islam. These people were appointed as authorities in the
territories under the control of Amir al-Mu'minin (the commander of the faithful) and
took office for managing affairs. Egypt was politically, socially and economically
important among the lands under which they were governed by the Imam, because Egypt
was in a situation through which other areas of Africa could be controlled and supervised.
On the other hand, Egypt had high economic revenues and was politically sensitive
because of its proximity to the Sham (Present Syria), which was the center of the
government of Mu'awiyyah, a stubborn enemy of the Imam. Therefore, during His first
months of the caliphate, the Imam sent Qays-ibn-e-Saad, His competent and trusted
person to Egypt. However, since Egypt was also important for Muawiyyah and his
advisor, Amr al-Aas, and were able to implement their evil plans in that area, they had
the desire for ruling that region. So Mu'awiyyah made Qays dismiss from Egypt with
conspiracy and plot. After Qays's dismissal, Mohammad bin Abubakr was chosen as the
governor of Egypt by Imam Ali (p.b.u.h). He was a friend of Amir al-Mu'minin and was
strict towards Uthman's avengers and obeyed his Imam's commands during the short time
he was in Egypt but after the advent of “The Arbitrament” by which Mu'awiyyah and the
avengers of Othman had possessed boldness, rebelled against him in Egypt with each
other’s cooperation. When Amir al-Mu'minin was informed of the turbulent situation in
Egypt, He sent Malik Ashtar to the area as the ruler. But Malik was also martyred by the
spies of Mu'awiyyah on the way to Egypt. After Malik's martyrdom, the Imam retained
Muhammad as the ruler of Egypt and ordered him to fight against Mu'awiyah's mission
forces, but ultimately, due to lack of help from Kufa and Kufi's disobedience to the
Imam, Muhammad-ibn Abibakr could not resist against the troops of Sham and was
martyred.
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Ashtar
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