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Abstract

The components of religious legitimacy are the topics that have attracted experts who expressed
their views in this regard. The study of these viewpoints, along with the related Alawi’s
doctrines, can lead us to be familiar with the best views in this regard. Based on the researcher’s
ideas, the components of the legitimacy of the religious government should be investigated in
three domains. Accordingly, the present study aimed at studying the characteristics of the ruling
due to the Shiite and non-Shiite scholars, the conditions and peculiarities of the Islamic ruler
from Imam Ali’s (PBUH) viewpoints in Nahj al-Balaghah. Then, common views about the
importance of the people’s vote and the divinely appointment in the election of the ruler have
been taken into consideration, and various methods on the legitimacy theories of the Islamic
system are examined. Finally, the way of governance and its impact on the legitimacy of the
government have been dealt with. According to the findings of the study, a legitimate religious
system is a system in which, firstly, its governors have the necessary religious requirements
including justice, piety, science, jurisprudence, insight and courage. Secondly, they should be
appointed based on people’s approval. Thirdly, in order to be effective in achieving the goals
of the Islamic government, they should have some potential qualifications such as justice,
morality, security, prosperity and the fulfillment of Divine Providence.

Key Words: People's Vote, Divine Appointment, Justice, Legitimacy, Religious Rule,
Vicegerency of high religious authorities, Imam Ali (PBUH)
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