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Abstract

The aim of this research is to survey the concepts, properties, issues and functions of desire
and hope and to determine their difference from the viewpoints of Imam Ali (AS). This research
is one of the qualitative plans which is done by an analytical-documentary method and lessons
of Imam Ali (AS) are analyzed in this research. Desire and hope not only are revealed during
this research in order to better understanding, but also their relevant concepts, hope in
psychology, their origins and properties, variations and their appurtenance are illustrated. Then,
the functions and issues of hope and desire, their dangers and also the ways of controlling them
are investigated. The results show that, if hope and desire are based on God abiding, they result
in paradise and perfection and in contrary to this, if they are based on materials, result in
human’s misfortune. It should be mentioned about their difference that, hope is the prospect of
a favorable issue in future which its greatest preliminary are prepared by the hopeful man; On
the other hand, desire is the outlook which its preliminary are prepared, partly. So, the hopes
are more intellectual and accessible compared with desires and whenever desire changes to
hope, it will be more effective and results in paradise. In contrast to that, if it is not been
controlled, it will develops and become a factor of human’s misfortune and ruin.

Key words: Hope (Intention, Hosn O Al-Zan), Desire (Ambition, wish), prospect, Avarice,
Scare
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