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Abstract

One of the characters on whom there are various opinions, contradictions and many
other stories, is the character of Abdullah bin Saba. He has been identified as the Shiite
Imamate theorist and is considered the Saba'iyeh sect (Sabeiyh) that is attributed to him,
as one of the sects attributed to Shia (Qalian), by some Shiite enemies. The character of
Abdullah ibn Saba was important among Islamic thinkers and orientalists, who
commented on the subject, and presented various views about him. Some believe that he
has an effective role in the events of the early days of Islam. They believe that he has had
a great influence on the creation of the sedition in the time of Othman bin Afan. However,
others consider him a fictitious and imaginary personality and believe that the existence
of such a character is a creation of the Shiite enemies so as to weaken the basis of Shi‘a
and others attribute some Shiite beliefs to him. The purpose of this study is to present a
new perspective against these two perspectives, based on which, and according to the
traditions of the Ahlul Bayt (peace be upon them), the existence of such a person may be
proved, not as a designer of the theory of Shiite Imamate, but as a normal person with
blasphemous beliefs, had tendency to exaggerate Imam Ali (p.b.u.h), and consider a
divine status for Him, and overstate in His friendship. There is also a disagreement
among the scholars' words towards his fate; some believe that Amir al-Mu'minin (the
commander of the believers, peace be upon Him) has burned him and some believe in his

exile. In this thesis the writer concludes that exile is closer to reality.

Key words: Shiite, Shiite history, Abdullah ibn Saba, Ibn Saba, Sabeiyeh sect, 1bn al-

Soudaa, Saif ibn Omar.
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