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Abstract

Among the challenging issues in the subject of the Imamate of Amir al-Mu'minin (p.b.u.h)
Is the silence and lack of His serious action against the Caliphate of the Caliphs and its causes.
And among the subjects that have caused disputes between the Muslims after the martyrdom
of the Prophet Muhammad (S), is the issue of caliphate and His succession. This quarrel is
about whether Imamate is a divine position like prophecy or it is the political and social
leadership of the Ummah (nation) after the Prophet? And if Imamate is a non-divine position,
Is it determined by the Prophet's order or elected by the people? Non-Shiite believes that
Imamate was the same caliphate and succession of the Prophet, and there was no order by the
prophet, and the caliph's choice is done by the people. They mention a lot of evidence for not
ordering on Ali's imamate, one of the most important of which is their silence. Sunni people
believe that this silence reflects the satisfaction of Imam Ali (p.b.u.h) with the caliphate of the
caliph and the legitimacy of their caliphate. But Shi'a regards Imamate as something beyond
the political discourse; it is considered a divine position like a prophecy that one is introduced
through the order. What is being studied in this research is the silence of the Imam against the
caliphs and its causes. In this regard, the opinions of each group and religious leaders about
the Imamate and the Caliphate and their views on the silence of the Amir (p.b.u.h) are given
and analyzed. Then, the reasons for Amir al-Momenin's silence are discussed from the point of
view of Shiite scholars. Along with the common ideas about the causes of Amir al-Momenin's
silence, the ideas of the divine Imamate in Shi'a and the Sunni beliefs about the conditions of
Imamate are discussed. The expression of these two subjects leads to a greater understanding

of the divine Imamate and its importance to the Shi'a, in which the Imam's silence is involved.

Key words: silence, Imam Ali (p.b.u.h), caliphs, caliphate, order, and nomination.
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